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Top doctors plead for change in
behavior as state sees record

COVID-19 cases

A week before the end of Alabama’s current “Safer at Home” order, the least restrictive of the public
health mandates first rolled out in March, the state on Thursday saw the most troubling numbers yet
in its battle against the coronavirus.
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New cases topped 1,100 on Thursday, the Alabama Department of Public Health reported. That’s a
new one-day high.
 
Alabama Health Officer Dr. Scott Harris attributes the increases to widespread community
transmission, not particular events or locations. About 30% of the state’s total 32,753 confirmed
cases COVID-19 have come in the last two weeks.
 

Read the full story at Alabama Daily News

AMA COVID-19 Update
This week CMS announced that physicians will have the
option to opt-out completely or partially from the 2020
MIPS program by completing a hardship exemption
application and indicating it is due to the COVID-19 Public
Health Emergency (PHE). Individual clinicians and group
practices have until December 31, 2020 to complete the
hardship application. CMS plans on providing physicians
with a couple of options on the hardship exemption

application. For example, a practice may submit a hardship application and indicate that they do not
want to be scored on Cost and Quality and have their score calculated based on just Promoting
Interoperability and Improvement Activities. Alternatively, practices may submit a hardship
application and opt-out of all four performance categories and be held harmless from a 2022
payment adjustment. Submitting any MIPS data to CMS will override the hardship exception
application and physicians will be scored on their submission.
 
The AMA signed onto this letter with a wide-ranging coalition of nearly 20 health care provider
organizations that represent doctors, nurses, hospitals, dentists and more, calling on congressional
leaders to fix a taxation penalty embedded in the CARES Act.

Medical Association Recognizes
Racism as a Threat to Public Health
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At the most recent Board of Censors meeting, the Medical Association of the State of Alabama
pledged to recognize and confront racism and racial inequalities within our society and the healthcare
system. The Medical Association further recognizes the need to end systemic racism in our country
and to work towards a better, fairer, and more just society.
 

Read the Full Statement Here

We Need Physician-Led Healthcare
Teams Now More Than Ever

 
This week we continued our efforts in stressing the importance of physician supervision in healthcare
settings. Following our outreach to CMS Administrator Seema Verma last week, we, along with other
medical associations from around the country, wrote to Dr. Richard Stone, MD of the Veterans Health
Administration to urge the VA to amend a directive allowing non-physician healthcare professionals to
practice without physician oversight during the national health emergency.
 
As stated in the letter to Dr. Stone, this directive is unnecessary and threatens the health and safety
of patients within the VA system. Now more than ever, we need healthcare professionals working
together as part of physician-led teams.
 
You can read the letter to Dr. Stone by clicking here.

New Telehealth Guidance & Extension
Medicaid: All previously published expiration dates related to
the Coronavirus emergency are once again extended by the
Alabama Medicaid Agency. The new expiration date is the
earlier of July 31, 2020, the conclusion of the COVID-19
National emergency, or any expiration date noticed byAlabama
Medicaid through a subsequent ALERT.
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BCBS: The expanded Telehealth Coverage Guidelines (effective
March 1, 2020) are now extended until July 31, 2020. At this
time, only codes in the Billing Guide should be submitted.

Need PPE?
More PPE is now available through the Medical

Association, including new items like face shields
and isolation gowns. And, ordering in bulk means

N95 masks are up to 20% off.
Click here for info.

Sanistrap
SaniStrap contains wristband, two refillable

bottles, and one travel size refill bottle. Sanitizer is
NOT included in order - liquid gel sanitizer is

recommended.
Click here for info.
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