
Medical Association of the State of Alabama is offering a way for practices to order PPE that
they might be having trouble obtaining including: disposable masks, N95 masks and disposable

gowns. This service is provided through ActionPPE, who has also worked with medical
associations in Arizona, Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Louisiana, North Carolina,

Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Utah and West Virginia.

Find More Information Here.
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The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has started distribution of the next

$20 billion in financial relief for physician practices, groups and other health care delivery
organizations that are part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act.

Physician practices will get COVID-19 relief pay in proportion to 2018 net patient revenue.
Learn more about what steps to take next.

 

Read the Full Story from the AMA

Medicaid Adds Additional
Telehealth Codes

 
The Alabama Medicaid Agency issued an Alert at the end of last week that announced that

they are opening up additional codes that providers can bill for telehealth visits. These codes
are New Patient codes and Hospitalization Consult codes.

 
Click here to see the Alert and a list of the codes that will now be paid for.

CMS Approves Increased Payments
for Audio-Only Telephone Visits
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In response to efforts by organized medicine, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

(CMS) announced last week that they will be increasing payments for audio-only telephone visits
between Medicare beneficiaries and their physicians to match payments for similar office and

outpatient visits. This would increase payments for these services from a range of about $14-$41 to
about $46-$110, and the payments are retroactive to March 1, 2020.

 
This is a major victory for medicine that will enable physicians to care for their patients,

especially their elderly patients with chronic conditions who may not have access to
audio-visual technology or high speed Internet.

 
In addition to the efforts by organized medicine, the American Medical Association worked

to spearhead this letter to HHS Secretary Azar and CMS Administrator Verma
regarding increasing Medicare payment rates for telephone-based evaluation and

management (E/M) codes. The letter sent on April 29 had 37 signers, including Alabama
Senator Doug Jones and included the following requests:

Increase Medicare payment rates for telephone-based evaluation and management (E/M) codes
(99441-99443) to bring payments for these codes equal to Medicare’s established in person visit
codes (99212-99214) that will ensure that patients without advanced video-sharing capabilities

are able to get care virtually, while helping to sustain physician practices.
Immediately provide guidance to Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs) to ensure that

recent CMS guidance and rules are followed appropriately to enable the payment of telephone
E/M claims.

Provide Members of Congress with a briefing on CMS efforts to address this issue by May 8,
2020.

See a list of services payable under the Medicare
Physician Fee Schedule when furnished via telehealth here.

 

See the Press Release Here
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COVID-19 Physician Impact Survey
 

The Medical Association is surveying Alabama physicians to gauge the business impact on medical
practices across the state. Survey questions are designed to explore patient volumes, practice
revenues, impact on medical staff and other issues that affect physicians and their patients.

 
Participate in the Survey Here.
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