
ADPH Advises Health Care Providers
in Use of COVID-19 Tests not Approved

by the United States FDA

The Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH) supports health care workers’ efforts to
care for Alabama citizens during this COVID-19 health crisis. As this public health emergency evolves,
there is need for increased availability of SARS CoV-2 diagnostic testing. In response to this demand,
the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) released policies to authorize emergency use
of in vitro diagnostics to increase testing capacity and development to promote widespread testing

for COVID-19. As a result, the availability of commercial testing devices proliferated, many with false
claims by distributors. ADPH therefore advises health care providers to choose COVID-19 testing

systems that are FDA approved when making decisions regarding their patients.
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Second Round of Funding Coming:
Do You Have Questions About the Paycheck

Protection Program?
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As you have seen by our updates, we are always on the lookout for helpful resources, from
all levels of government, that may help you and your practice weather the storm created

by COVID-19. This week the Small Business Administration (SBA) and U.S. Treasury
Department released a document that provides answers to frequently asked questions about
the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), which was established to provide forgivable loans to

businesses for keeping employees on the payroll.
 

You can learn more about the Paycheck Protection Program by clicking here.
 

Yesterday, the House of Representatives passed the “Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care
Enhancement Act,” the supplemental COVID-19 bill that passed the Senate earlier this week.

 
It is likely that some elements of the programs receiving added funds in this legislation will be revised

to assure they are better targeted toward facilities and physician practices most in need, so we
cannot yet provide details on how the new money will be distributed.

 
A CARES 2.0/COVID 4.0 bill remains under development for consideration in early May,

and will cover a wider range of issues.
 

Read a Summary of the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care
Enhancement Act Here

Blue Cross Opens Telehealth to Level 4 Visits
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The Medical Association has been in discussion with Blue Cross about the possibility of them allowing

physicians to bill for level 4 offices visits via telehealth.
 

Blue Cross was one of the first payors to open up their telehealth policy to audio only (telephone)
visits and are to be commended for doing so. However, the original policy only allowed up to a Level
3 visit to be billed. As the pandemic has evolved it has become apparent that the level of care being

provided by physicians on telephone visits justifies billing for Level 4. Consequently, the Medical
Association asked Blue Cross to consider our request.

 
Blue Cross has announced today that effective immediately they will begin paying for

Level 4 visits under their telehealth policy. Two level IV E&M CPT codes have been approved
for telehealth services and added to the Telehealth Billing Guide: 99204 and 99214.

These codes are available for telehealth services effective April 24, 2020.
 

View the Policy Here

Medical Association Working with
Stakeholders on Elective Surgery Options
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As discussions take place within state government about re-opening the state to retail
businesses and other commerce, the Medical Association is working with state leaders on a
plan that would allow physicians to safely resume elective surgeries and other health care services
that have been significantly reduced due to the COVID-19 crisis.
 
The Medical Association fully supports the current health order and the Governor’s position
that there needs to be a consistent reduction of new cases before measures can be adopted
to open up the state to full economic activity. However, conversations do need to begin with
stakeholders about the timing of the relaxation of the health order and the guidelines
that would accompany any revised order.
 
The principles that the Medical Association support in making these decisions are as follows:
 
1. Ensuring Health Workforce Safety
2. Availability of adequate PPE
3. Availability of widespread testing
4. Development of robust contact tracing
 
The current health order purposely gives physicians broad discretion to determine what health
services are essential and what services can be delayed. Similarly, it is the Association’s
position that under any new health order, physicians should have the ability to determine if
their practice environment and protocols meet the broad thresholds listed above and have the
flexibility to develop their own internal policies to do so.
 
As Governor Ivey and Dr. Scott Harris develop plans for moving forward, The Medical
Association will work with the specialty societies and county medical societies to gather
recommendations that will be provided for our state leadership.
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